
Merry Christmas and Happy New year! 

January 2016 

We hope this letter finds you all doing well and enjoying this time of the year that we celebrate 

our Savior’s birth.  

For us, this Christmas has been a bit different. For Travis it has been super busy. In fact the 

shipping container that we shared with other missionaries arrived in Kenya on November 23rd and 

unfortunately was delayed until… you guessed it, the day before Christmas Eve. We spent two full weeks 

waiting in Nairobi and decided we could no longer take it, plus our station was empty and we have tons 

of stuff happening, so we headed back to Maasai land together with a new missionary family and 

another family from the north, the Knowles family.  We are thankful the Knowles came down to stay 

with us and wait for the container. Trevor is a carpenter and we put his skills to use. We were able to 

finish all the desks and other things needed for the school to open on the 5th of 

January.  

 So, we received the call on December 23rd that the container would be arriving on 

the 24th. Travis and Trevor headed out to Nairobi after a wedding at our church, 

which we were a part of. They arrived in Nairobi around 11 pm and woke up early as the container was 

supposed to be there at 6 am. It promptly arrived at 11 am. They unloaded the container putting all of 

our stuff and the new missionaries stuff on 3 big trucks to head back to Maasai land. Travis and Trevor 

arrived back Christmas Eve at 12 pm; they were beat. Being Christmas Eve, one of the trucks carrying 

stuff wanted to unload and go back that same night. Of course he was the last one that arrived at 2am 

so Travis and Trevor unloaded all 3 trucks and laid down almost 24 hours later. Needless to say it has 

been an interesting Christmas.  

                                                                                                           

With our time being extended in Nairobi and 

the uncertainty of when the container would 

be arriving Travis had to call Tigis to fill the 

pulpit for him one Sunday morning. It was 

Tigis’s first time to preach and he did an 

amazing job. We were excited that he had the opportunity.  

    With the New Year approaching it is a good time to reflect over the past year 

and to look forward to the year to come. This past year has been busy. We were in the 

states for almost 8 months, our partners have all retired off the field leaving us alone, 

and we started a school that successfully finished in November. We 

ended with 63 kids! Thanks to many of you we were also able to 

purchase a bus, which is an incredible feat for our area. 

                                                              



  Looking ahead, we are getting ready to start our second year of school and have by the skin of 

our teeth finished 4th and 5th grade classrooms. We currently have roughly 77 students registered for 

next year, but since bringing the bus we have had several calls wanting vacancies.  We hope to start 

building the lower section of the school this year which will include the computer/library room, an 

office, a guard room and the dining hall. The computer room will serve as 6th grade for 2017. We also 

need to expand our kitchen and start preparing to build the dorms for boarding. We also hope to start 

constructing the teacher housing with stone because they currently live in tin buildings. It is a lot on our 

plate for the coming year but we trust God will provide and see us through as He always does. 

  Speaking of the plate being full, that was just the building side of things. Travis 

is also the pastor of the local church which takes up a lot of time. He preaches on 

Sunday morning, plays music in church , teaches a Thursday morning Bible study at the 

church, teaches Chapel on Friday mornings for the school, meets with Tigis on Saturday 

mornings for an hour and disciples any men in the baptism class.   Laura is 

homeschooling her 4 daughters, teaching women’s Bible study on Tuesdays , 

teaching children’s Sunday school, teaching various youth girls meetings, feeding many visitors 

(of which we’ve had a lot!), not to mention all her normal activities as a wife and mother.  

  Please pray for us both as we are very busy. When talking to another missionary 

recently and telling him what I just told you all, he said, “But isn’t it great? And are you not 

having fun?” My response was, “It is great, I feel alive here doing what God has called us to do and 

would not trade it for anything!”  

   We would ask that you please pray for: 

 Funding to complete this year’s building plans for the school, kitchen and teacher housing. 

 Our teachers and the kids that will attend our school. 

 More career missionaries. We need help!!! 

 Our family to continue to be a light in this place. 

 Our faithfulness to preach and teach the Word of God accurately and live it our daily. 

 More people to join the team that God has called to be a part of this ministry with us both in 
monthly financial giving as well as praying for us regularly. 

 
As always please feel free to contact us about any of the above requests.  
 
God Bless, 
Travis for the Sawyer family 

    


