
 

Mara Christian Academy 

The school continues to grow. We are in 

the second term of our second year and 
we currently have 120 kids!!! That is 
Kindergarten– 5th grade. We have learned a ton about operating a school and are 

excited to continue to learn all we can. All our teachers are doing fantastic and are a 
huge blessing to us as they all love the Lord. It is awesome to hear the kids singing 
every Friday morning in chapel and quoting Bible verses. What an incredible privilege 

we have to not just change a town but to change a nation as we teach and train these 
young people to become followers of Christ.  

June 2016 

Prayer Requests: 

 Pray for the school to continue to 
be a light. 

 Pray for our family as we are very 
busy. 

 Pray for our church and the growth 
of the new believers and steadfast-
ness for the older believers.  

 Pray for more funding for the 
school project and all the ministries 
that are happening here. 

 Pray for more sponsors so more 
children can come to school. 

 

The Sawyer Scoop 

 It’s been a while... 

As I was thinking about writing a newsletter I looked back to see the last one we sent 

out. I was shocked to see  it was January!!! I can’t even believe we have now been 
back for 7 months since our last furlough.  

 At the moment we are alone and that means responsibilities are almost tri-

ple. Currently, Travis is pastoring the church, preaching Sunday mornings, teaching 
youth/young adult Sunday school and leading music. He is also teaching a Thursday 
morning Bible study at our church for the community and teaching Friday morning 

chapel service for our school.  

             We had 2 people believe in our Lord Jesus Christ in the past few weeks. 
Their names are Rende and Noonkipa. They will start the baptism class soon!!!  

              On June 12th Travis will be made a licensed pastor under the African Inland 
Church. This will license him to legally do baptisms, baby dedications, funerals and 
the Lord’s supper. 

 Laura meets with the lady school teachers once a month for a Bible study, 
continues to teach children’s Sunday school and women’s Bible study on Tuesday and 
does a Girls Club on Wednesdays with the girls in our school. Not to mention she is 

busy homeschooling 4 girls, one of which is a teenager now and a soon to be second 
teenager.  

   We have had several visitors including our pastor and one of our elders from our 
sending church. We greatly appreciated the encouragement. Out of the 7 months we 
have been back we have had visitors for 5 of those months. This upcoming weekend 

we go to get 6 more very close friends who will be with us a total of 5 weeks for some 
of them. We are excited!!!  

Thank you all so much who sacrificially give to these ministries, without you these 

things would not go forward.  Please keep up with us on Facebook, The Sawyers in 
Kenya, as updates are posted regularly.  

 

Rende and Noonkipa 



 

A different perspective  

Many of us are so busy with life, kids, work, ministry, etc.… you name it, that we 

often forget how simplistic things could be and maybe should be? Our lives are so 
planned out at times it seems. Anyway, something happened to me this morning that 
really caused me to take a step back. I have started sponsoring a young girl in our 

school who is 7 years old. She has never been to school before and comes from a very 
large family, 32 children!!! She has 3 younger siblings. Most have never been educat-
ed. I have known her dad for a long time. He is quite the character. He is in his 90s, 

has 4 wives and as you read above 32 children. He still goes out with the cows every-
day to watch them. He came by the school today and thanked me for helping his 
child and then ask me if I could come dig some of the bush away from his boma 

(house). He said that hyenas are coming and stealing his goats at night and he can’t 
see them. So I told him I would come one day next week. After that I said I really 
wanted him to know Jesus and that I wanted him to come to church on Sunday. He 

rambled something off to Tigis and Tigis started laughing. He said that he did not 
even know what day Sunday was. He would come to church if he knew and said that 
when Tigis is passing by on Sunday to come to church he would tell him that today 

was Sunday and he would come to church. WOW!!! What 
we take for granted is truly incredible. Pray this old man 

comes to know Jesus.  

MCA Building Project 

 The school project is continuing along nicely and the Lord continues to pro-

vide through many of you. We are currently in the process of pouring the upper slabs 
for the next classes.  We have almost finished the computer/library room, guidance 
office and dining hall. The dining hall will be 6th grade class room for next year until 

we can actually get the 6th grade class finished.  

 God has blessed us with great men who are hard workers for which we are 
very thankful for. Many of them have been with Travis learning how to build for 7 

years now.  

  We have also finished the addition to the kitchen and pantry and needless 
to say the kitchen staff are very happy to have much needed extra space.  

 In July, Lord willing, we will have the school completely operating on the 
same network in the classrooms and computer room. My brother in law is coming out 
to hook all that up for us. I imagine for most people back home that is not really a big 

deal, but here the fact that our school has a printer and copier is a major deal. It is 
nice to give these kids an opportunity that they might not otherwise have to learn 
technology.  

             We have also started building a science lab where we hope that we can have 
fish tanks and plant plants and do other things. Most of our kids have never seen fish 

close up and have a hard time identifying plants as the Maasai are herdsman and not 
many are farmers. 

“He said he did 
not even know 

what day Sunday 
was...” 


